compared the populations of L. laevis from Mersin and Hatay in terms of morphological characters and serological approaches and found that the 2 populations showed great intra-and interpopulation variation in their pattern and color characteristics. They stated that the Mersin and Hatay populations showed no differences with which to evaluate different taxa. Until 2008, P. laevis had a continuous distribution in southern Turkey, including the provinces of Hatay, Adana, Mersin, and Kahramanmaraş (Budak, 1976; Baran and Atatür, 1998; Bischoff and Schmidtler, 1999; Tosunoğlu et al., 1999; Uğurtaş et al., 2000) . Several recent works (Troidl and Troidl, 2008; Bruekers, 2010; Troidl and Troidl, 2011; Karış and Göçmen, 2014) documented the species' presence along the southern and western Turkish coast reaching Özdere, İzmir, to the west, extending the species' distribution by more than 650 km. The northeastern-most record of the species is Andırın, Kahramanmaraş . A new locality for P. laevis in Dalaman, Muğla Province (Turkey) is reported in the present paper. Additionally, some data are given on the ecological features of its habitat.
On 8 November 2014, 4 specimens (1 adult male, 2 subadult males, and 1 subadult female) of P. laevis were collected from Dalaman, Muğla Province (Figure 1 ). The specimens were fixed in 96% ethanol and later stored in 70% ethanol (Başoğlu and Baran, 1977) in the Zoology Lab of the Department of Biology at the Faculty of Science, Dokuz Eylül University. The locality from which specimens were collected is shown in Figure 1 . Color and pattern characteristics were recorded while the specimens were still alive, and color slides were taken from live animals and utilized in the study.
The terminology used in describing the specimens conforms to that of Budak (1976) , Schmidtler and Bischoff (1999) , and Tosunoğlu et al. (2001) . Morphological measurements, except for snout-vent length (SVL), were recorded using a digital caliper with an accuracy of 0.01 mm. SVL was measured to the nearest millimeter using a ruler. Nineteen metric measurements and 8 dimensions were used in describing specimens (Table 1 ). All meristic pholidolial characteristics (see Table 2 ) were determined under a stereomicroscope.
The specimens were found during a day excursion between 1135 and 1200 hours; the temperature was about 22 °C. The habitat in which the specimens were captured is a "thermophilous deciduous woodland zone" according to the EUNIS Habitat Code with G1.7. The locality in which the specimens were found showed a rich diversity of ligneous plants (Figure 2 ), the dominant species being sweetgum trees (Liguidambar orientalis) (Figure 2 ). Sympatric amphibian and reptile species observed were Bufotes variabilis (Pallas, 1769) and Ophisops elegans Ménétriés, 1832.
In none of the specimens was the supranasal plate in contact with the anterior loreal plate. The rostral plate was in contact with the internasal plate in only the adult male specimen. The nostril was bordered by 5 plates. Two postnasal plates, 1 preocular plate, and 1 preanal were present in all specimens. Supraciliary granules were often incomplete (75%). A large and visible masseteric plate was in the temporal area in all specimens. The tympanic was of 4 or 5 temporal scales equal in size and well developed. The temporal region was covered by small scales of the Karış and Göçmen (2014 same size as dorsal scales. IM were always 5; first 3 pairs in complete contact, last 2 pairs completely separated. Developed sulcus gularis was present. Postocular separated from parietals. Collar was more or less smooth. Dorsal body scales were small and clearly keeled. Scales under toes were tubercular; whorls of scales on tail were of similar shape and size. SRLA (number of labials anterior to center of eye) were usually 5-6 (50%) or rarely 6-5 (25%) or 5-5 (25%). SRLP (number of labials posterior to center of eye) were usually 3-3 (75%) or rarely 2-3 (25%). SCP (supraciliar plates) were usually 6-6 (50.0%) or rarely 7-7 (25%) or 5-5 (25%), and the first one was always longest. SL (sublabial plates) were always 6-6 (100%). Anal was single in all specimens. Data of meristic pholidolial characteristics of our specimens with their mean values are given in Table 1 . Mean values of SVL and HL of our specimens were calculated as 44.91 and 12.59 mm ( Table 2) .
The ground color of the top of the head is brown with dark spots in the male specimen (Figure 3 ). The coloration of the vertebral band situated at the dorsal side of body is lighter brown than the head and it has small black dots, especially along the middle. The temporal band situated on both right and left sides of the body is bright in coloration from the posterior part of the nostril to the ear openings, while the rest of the temporal band is up to the base of the tail. The temporal band has white ocelli, which are located at the base of legs. The coloration of the outer ventrals between front and hind limbs is blue. The inframaxillary plates, gular regions, lower part of front legs, and outer ventrals are orange, while the rest of the ventrals, lower part of hind limbs, anal region, and lower part of tail up to the eighth whorls are yellow (Figure 4) . The color and pattern characteristics of the 3 semiadults are simpler. The ground color of the head, dorsum, and flank is brownish ( Figure 5 ). The temporal band situated at the sides of body is dark blackish up to the base of the foreleg, while it is brown up to the base of the hind limb. There are no white ocelli or blue spots at the temporal band. The outer ventrals are brown, the gular region is yellowish-orange, and the rest of the lower part of the body is dirty white (Figure 6 ). Budak (1976) , Schmidtler and Bischoff (1999) , Tosunoğlu et al. (2001) , and Karış and Göçmen (2014 Karış and Göçmen (2014) This study In conclusion, regarding meristic pholidolial characters, metric measurements, and color-pattern features, the specimens of P. laevis from Dalaman, Muğla, western Anatolia, examined in this study are within the variation limits mentioned for the taxon in the literature (Budak, 1976; Schmidtler and Bischoff, 1999; Tosunoğlu et al., 2001; Karış and Göçmen, 2014) (Table 3 ). This study revealed that P. laevis spreads through the northernmost known locality, Özdere (İzmir), without interruption along the Mediterranean coast of Anatolia. We think that the presence of P. laevis in western and southern Anatolia might be anthropogenic in origin, as stated in previous study (Karış and Göçmen, 2014) . However, phylogenetic and phylogeographic information obtained from different molecular techniques can be added to the knowledge of its morphology and distribution, producing a more accurate taxonomy for the studied species.
